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15 years of challenge and beyond…..
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Our Mission

Enhance the quality of life of persons with 

disabilities and their families by:

Providing Rehabilitation Services

Assisting in Reduction of  Poverty 

Facilitating access to basic needs such as 

Livelihood,Healthcare, Education, Housing etc.

Promoting Human Rights

Empowering Self-Help Groups and Disabled

 Peoples Organizations

Supporting in implementation of

 the Convention on the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities and related National Acts 

& Legislators 



Dear Friends

Greetings from Mobility India!

On the occasion of Mobility India's 15 years of work, I share with greatest pleasure the milestones. This commemorative 

souvenir helps one trace the paths traversed and puts in a nutshell all the successful endeavors.

On 2nd August 1994, Mobility India was formed with small but significant beginnings to make positive changes to the 

lives of people with disabilities. It has been an extraordinary journey of connecting people, overcoming challenges, 

recognizing capability instead of disability and changing the quality of life of people with disabilities through all our 

activities. 

It is the perfect time to reflect on all our trials and triumphs over these past years, acknowledge friends old and new, and 

take a pledge to become better. There are many individuals played a significant role in Mobility India’s growth and I duly 

acknowledge this great contribution.  

Wishing all our friends, well-wishers & supporters' happy reading!!!

Best Wishes

 Albina Shankar
Director

15 years of challenge and beyond…..

Whatever we are today its because of you. Thank you

From Director’s desk
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 Key message

Congratulations! let me also share that among other things I continue to gain a lot as a human being from my association 

with MI. 

I am confident that Mobility India will continue to play a pro active role in creating a better world where disabled people 

live with equal rights and dignity. 

My very very best wishes for the occasion. I look forward to the 25th / 50th anniversaries ...

Gautam Chaudhury
Kolkata

Hearty congratulations! It looks like yesterday MI started its work – demonstrating its convictions in the area of holistic 

development of persons with disability. It is hard to believe fifteen years are over; more importantly its phenomenal 

growth as an organisation and earning name and recognition nationally and internationally. Truly it is a mile stone that all 

of you need to be proud and humble at the same time.

D. M. Naidu
Bangalore
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Congratulations to Mobility India on completing 15 years - a great milestone in the history of any organizations.  I 

appreciate the great and outstanding services Mobility India  has been providing to humanity.  I wish many many more 

decades of dedicated services to persons with disabilities.

Bushan Punani

Director
Blind People’s Association, 
Ahmedabad

My association with Mobility India dates back to the year 1997-98 through the RAWWD project for the requirement of a 

prosthesis to help me to be on my feet again. 

I realised that everyone at Mobility India really takes the pain to put all the effort in making a person walk again. I found 

everyone very good, loving and supportive. I feel that MI is doing a great service to mankind. I understand that MI never 

says NO to any request and are the most helping kind of people. The therapies are conducted very well and utmost care 

of everybody’s need is taken.

Saraswati Mani
Service user, 
Bangalore 
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 I'm so proud to hear the MI is already 15 years young and I'm sure soon it will be a sweet 16. I just cannot count 

how many years I have spent with MI, but proud to be a Bangalorian to share my skills for the challenge and 

beyond to help the unfortunate ones especially in the province of Karnataka. 

First of all I congratulate Chapal for laying such a strong foundation. And also I congratulate the members of the 

Board of Directors for taking such a great interest in the Rehab program to serve the community.  

Wish you & all the staff a happy 15 years of celebrations.

Ram Khoday   
Certified Prosthetist, Canada

I very much appreciate the relationship ISPO has with MI and I know it will continue. On a personal basis, having the 

friendships I have with many of the staff has been very nice and I can only say CONGRATULATIONS to all of you. 

Dan Blocka
 President, 

International Society for 
Prosthetics & Orthotics(ISPO)
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Collaborative and joint team effort has bared fruits of an excellent achievement what is vividly seen in terms of 
developments in different areas and in particular, education and training; development and design of different 
components and approach in assistive devices; etc. 

We join hands with MI in looking back on the achievements/setbacks and looking forward for future projections in which 
we will surely be behind in sharing and offering whatsoever support required within our reach.

Our most sincere greetings and congratulation for the work done to-date.

Harold Shangali
Principal, TAT COT - Tanzania
Immediate Past President of International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics(ISPO)

It is truly moving to be reminded that MI will be 15 years old in a few weeks time. I have known the organisation since it 
occupied a small portion of APD's premises and have seen it grow with much admiration. The rapid change and growth 
have been a thrill to watch.

Wishing you and the team all the very best & Congratulations on your achievements.

Kishore S. Rao 
Managing Trustee
Karunashraya, Bangalore
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It gives me great pleasure to know that Mobility India is striding into its 15th Anniversary celebrations 

on Sunday, 2nd August 2009. I have been very fortunate to associate myself with Mobility India for the 

past four years  and have been always amazed at the extraordinary journey of connecting people, 

overcoming challenges, recognizing capability instead of disability and changing the quality of life of 

people with disabilities, through all the  activities.

On the occasion of the anniversary celebrations, I would like to wish all the best and pray that you 

continue the yeomen service to society.

Dr. T R Sudheendra
Orthopeadic Surgeon

Big congratulations to the Mobility India team, past and present - what you have achieved in only 15 

years is a great inspiration. 

On a personal level, Mobility India has made an indelible mark. Over the past three years, I have 

enjoyed new challenges, learned more than I could have imagined and made some life long friends.

 I feel very proud when I tell people about Mobility India. 

Emma Tebbutt
Physiotherapist

Friends of MI, UK
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It began in the early 90’s…

Action on Disability and Development (ADD) an UK based charity established an Indian NGO named Action on 

Disability and Development - India (ADD India) to empower disabled people. After a few years of work they 

realized it was difficult to empower people without rehabilitation services. Many people could not come out of 

their huts or houses due to lack of rehabilitation services especially mobility devices. 

Observing the huge need of rehabilitation services in rural India, ADD UK sent expatriate Mr. Kevan Moll, to 

support grass-root organizations to promote rehabilitation services.  He  started work in the name of ADD 

Mobility.  Soon,  it was evident that there was a need to establish a local non-governmental organization to be fully 

operated by Indians, and a person to lead. 

 Kevan shared his thoughts with Gautam, Chapal’s long term friend. Subsequently Balakrishna Venkatesh (then 

ADD-India Director) and Chris Underhill (ADD-UK Director)approached Chapal to take up this initiative in Southern 

part of India. 

Mr Chapal Khasnabis then was heading the department of Prosthetics and Orthotics in 

National Institute for the Orthopaedically Handicapped (NIOH), Kolkata and also used to do 

volunteer services for few charities at Kolkata.  During the course of his work he tried to do 

many things for the benefit of people with disabilities. 

“I saw the poor suffer and realized that most people for whom we should work are not able to  

Evolution of Mobility India
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access the services.  I realized that I need to look for a place where I could realize my dream and  belief and with my 

abilities I wanted to do something for the poorest of the poor -  "people with disabilities and their families".  

Several meetings took place between Gautam, Chapal and Kevan to discuss the creation and future of Mobility 

India.  The culmination of four years work of ADD Mobility emerged as an Indian NGO -  MOBILITY INDIA.  Kevan 

facilitated this process and  found the members to set up Mobility India and Chapal became its Executive Director.

Taking Mobility India forward.... 

nd On 2  August 1994, Mobility India was established with Mr. Chapal Khasnabis and Ms. Albina Shankar.  Within a 

short span of his work, Chapal observed the tremendous need and urgency for spreading rehabilitation services 

across rural India. To realise this he also understood the MI needs to change its objectives and start a resource 

centre to enhance its capacity. Along with founder President Late Sunder Egbert; he drew the plan for future 

activities. 

Evolution of Mobility India
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1994

nd
l2  August 1994, Mobility 

India (MI) was established 

in a small office within the 

premises of  Association of 

People with Disability.

l The initial support for 

operations came from Action 

on Disability & Development 

(ADD) UK and Action Aid. 

The organization started with 

5 lakhs budget.  Mobility 

India started working with 9 rural organizations 

(partners) in Southern India  for technical support.

Milestones - 15 years...

1995

lTraining: Numerous short term workshops on 

Prosthetics and Orthotics were conducted,  such 

as making of  body 

braces,  special seats, 

standing frames and 

toilet seats for children 

with cerebral palsy and 

multiple disabilities.

lAn Orthotics workshop was set up in one of our 

partners  CRDA, Coimbatore

l Networking: Developed ties with ISRO/ISAC, 

DEBEL, ALIMCO and Rajiv Gandhi Foundation

lResearch: In collaboration with International 

Centre for Advancement of Community Based 

Rehabilitation (ICACBR), Canada for in making light 

weight plastic callipers suitable for rural conditions 

and more user-friendly to children.  

l Funders:  MIBLOU, Misereor-Germany, Stichting 

Kinderpostzegels Netherlands (SKN), European 

Community Block Grant, Edgeworth India Trust.



 1996

lThe office  shifted to a larger space within the APD 

campus. The staff  increased to 5 and programmes 

expanded. 

lCommunication & local fund raising unit was 

established.

l Mobility India’s  Logo was created.  

lM o b i l e  w o r k s h o p  

was launched to take 

rehabilitation services to 

remote areas for people 

at their  doorstep. It is  an 

effective alternative  

means of making facilities available in the villages.  

lRegistration under Foreign Contribution 

Regulation Act was obtained.

lThe unique “Rehabilitation Aid cooperative 

workshop by women with 

disabilities” project begun 

by training ten women 

with disabi l i t ies   as  

Orthotic  technicians.

lIn association with

Electromedical Laboratory (DEBEL) first design of 

an orthotic knee joint was 

developed that was low 

cost, light in weight and 

suitable for rural conditions

lRelationship with Jaipur Limb Campaign (JLC) 

presently known as Disability and Development 

Partners was begun.

 Defence Bio-engineering and 
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1997

lRehabilitation Aids workshop 

by women with disabilities 

(RAWWD), Bangalore was 

established  on 10th August 

after the completion of the 

training of 10 women technicians.

lThe first fund raising event “Climbing the Utility 

Building in Mahatma Gandhi Road, Bangalore was 

organised in association with CRY and HELP AGE 
th

India , Bangalore on 15  August.

lThe evaluation of Mobility India's activities for 

1995-1997 was done by Dr. Maya Thomas  and Dr. 

M. J. Thomas.

lWorkshop in collaboration with 

Indo-Can Orthopaedics, Canada 

on endo-skeletal above knee 

prostheses was organised- first 

time exposure for professionals in India.

lUndertook joint research on “Bare 

foot orthosis with unilock” and 

“Development of endoskeletal 

prosthesis” in collaboration with 

Defence Bio-engineering and Electro 

medical Laboratory (DEBEL).

1998

lStarted its therapy service 

with the support of Meriel 

Norris, Physiotherapist, VSO 

Volunteer.  

lFour educational movies on  management of 

poliomyelitis were made by Handicap International 

in association with Mobility 

India.

st
l1  September, Mobility India's 

Regional Centre was started in 

Kolkatta, West Bengal to work 

with organisations in  Eastern 
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and North Eastern  India. Dorabhji Tata Trust came 
forward to support us along with SKN

l

Orthosis was designed and printed.

lIn Partners’ Meet held in October, members 
expressed the need of training personnel in 
rehabilitation.

l Mobility India planned 
to set up a Research 
Rehabi l i tat ion and 
T r a i n i n g  C e n t r e .  

Bangalore Development Authority (BDA) allotted a 
C A Site. Mr. and Mrs. Sundar Thomas  played a key 
role in the entire process. 

l 14 young persons with 
disability were trained as 
activists for social change. 
C o m m u n i t y  B a s e d  
Rehabilitation was initiated in 5 urban slums of 
Bangalore.

The manual on Plastic Uni-Lock and Barefoot 

lMobility India started its relationship with new 
donors like Christoffel Blindenmission (CBM) and 
Handicap International.

1999

l Mobility India moved to a 
te m p o ra r y  o f f i c e  i n  
Jayanagar closer to the 
land.

lFoundation stone for 
Mobility India Rehabilitation 
Research and Training Centre 
was laid by our Patron, 
Sri Khurshed Alam Khan,  
Governor of Karnataka.

lAn International seminar organised on the 
Management of Polio in collaboration with 
International Society for Prosthetics & Orthotics to 
bring medical and paramedical professionals as well 
as CBR workers together.
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lD e ve l o p e d  a n d  i nt ro d u c e d  
prosthetic free knee joint for above 
knee Jaipur type artificial limb. 
Developed a Jaipur foot which could 
be used in the endoskeletal system.

lSet up a small  Prosthetics and 
Orthotics workshop with basic 
therapy facility to provide direct services.

2000

5 year Business Plan was 
prepared with the support of 
a Management Consultant 
from UK. 

A unique service for 
wheelchair users was 
introduced - Accessible 
Mobile Taxi Service and 
wheechair bank for rentals.

l

l

l

l

l

Website was launched.

 2001

Mobility India expanded its 
CBR programme area to cover 
15 slums in Banashankari.

Many  workshops  were  
organized to train staff as 
trainers and initiative was taken to develop 
curriculum for P&O, CBR and therapy courses.

2002

l

Society of India national 
Conference was organised, 450 
professionals participated The 
video on “Making of Jaipur Foot 
was launched at the conference.

Orthotics and Prosthetics 
 

. 
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th
l6  April remarkable day in the history of Mobility 

India - Moved into the newly constructed disabled 
friendly Millennium Building. This was possible 
because of many donors support and trust. 

t h
l15  April - First training 

programme commenced on  
Community Based Rehabilitation 
for community workers. 

l1st July - One year training 
programme in Lower Limb 
Prosthetics and Orthotics 
and Rehabilitation Therapy 
was commenced.

lJaipur Foot Production  unit was set up. It is one of 
the most accessible and 
modern production centre 
managed exclusively by 
women with disabilities.

lThe Prosthetics & Orthotics 
workshop and therapy facilities 
increased the access to services 
for  more  number of people 
with disabilities.

lMobility India Staff Welfare Association (MISWA) 
was formed for the welfare of the staff.

lMobility India launched pre-fabricated knee ankle 
foot Orthosis (PFKAFO) after many long years of 

research. The Orthosis could be 
used extensively in India and 
other low-income countries for 
millions of people who are in 
need of it. 

2003

rd
lOn 23  September, Below Knee Prosthetic 

Plastic Modular Component (SATHI) was 
launched.
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lFounder President 
Mr. Sundar Egbert 
passed away MI lost 
one of  i ts  most   
eminent  person.  Dr. 
Umashankar became 
the  President.

lSecond evaluation of Mobility 
India was conducted for 1998-
2003 by Dr Mani, Ms Christy 
Abraham and Mr Ajit Dalal .

lMr. Chapal Khasnabis joined 
World Health Organisation, 
Geneva and  Mr. Michael 
Sanjivi was appointed as 
Director.

 

2004

l Long term training programme 
was evaluated to improve its 
quality.

lMobility India’s Regional Centre started outreach 
programme in Garden Reach area and set up 
orthopaedic workshop in North-East.

2005

l Partnership with Motivation, UK to improve the 
service provision of  wheelchairs  begun.

l International Committee of the Red Cross-special 
fund for disabled started it support.

Mr. Sundar looking planting tree 
on the occasion of

Foundation laying stone

lAbilis foundation, Finland 
selected MI as its facilitating 
agency in India, to support grass 
root organisations for the 
empowerment and livelihood 
of people with disabilities.
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l

for Rehabilitation Therapy Assistant course. 

lPFKAFO technoloy was transferred in 
Ethiopia through Hands on workshop.

2006

lInternational Society of Prosthetics and Orthotics 
(ISPO) President Mr. Harold Shangali & its 
consultant Dr Steen J. Jensen evaluated   the long 
term training programmes.

l 3 weeks course on wheelchair service provision in 
col laborat ion with Motivat ion,  UK was 
commenced.

lMr Michael Sanjivi left the services and Albina 
became the Acting Director.

lMI hosted an International 
consensus conference on 
wheelchairs for developing 
countries was organised by 
USAID, WHO and ISPO. 

Rehabilitation Council of India awarded recognition 
l

ambitious project was 
initiated - Education and 
Livelihood Opportunities 
at Chamrajnagar District, 
Karnataka.

A challenging and an 
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lDr. Elizabeth Thomas became the President.

 2007

l

Mobility India.

th
lOn 14  January, Education and Livelihood 

Opportunities Project Office was inaugurated in 
Chamrajnagar District, Karnataka.

lReceived recognition for its training programme by 
ISPO- the only school in India.

lResearch activities expanded in the development of 
machines and equipment. 

Mrs. Albina Shankar took over as the Director of 



 2008

l

begun and it is the first time MI received support 
from CBM AUSAID. 

l Bachelors degree programme - 4 and ½ years 
af f i l i ated  to  Ra j iv  Gandhi  
University of Health Sciences and 
recognised by Rehabilitation 
Council of India commenced on 

th16  October.

lA workshop on 'Validation of the 
WHO CBR Guidelines' organized 
by WHO, Rehabilitation Council 
of India. and Leonard Cheshire 
International was hosted.

CBR programme  in Anekal taluk, Bangalore District 
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lPFKAFO technology  was  
transferred to Tanzania.

2009

ELO’s work of three year reviewed by Mr. Naidu.  



1996-1998:

l

Technology Society of North America – RESNA 

awardedMobility India in Sore Butts Cushion 

Competition  for designing a low cost seating 

cushion for consecutive years.

1996:

lMr. Chapal was awarded  the fellowship of 

Orhtotic Prosthetic Society of India.

1997: 

lBest orthotic paper for UNILOCK PLASTIC 

ORTHOSIS at the Orthotics & Prosthetics Society 

of India (OPSI), Agra. 

l1998: Best paper on orthotics - FOLLOW UP OF 

UNILOCK ORTHOSIS in  Keracon OPSI conference 

at Trivandrum.

Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive 

2000:

lThe Adaptation of the Jaipur Foot for Modular 

Prostheses: was received the Best Paper Award at 

Bi-annual conference of Orthotics & Prosthetics 

society of India, Mumbai.

2002:

lBest prosthetic paper on “Prosthetic management 

of bilateral transfemoral amputee - case study” in 

OPSI Conference, Bangalore.

2003:

lBest youth talent award for paper titled “ therapy 

services and its linkage with community based 

rehabilitation” In the All India Occupational 

Therapists’ Association  Conference.

lAwarded best stall in ACCESS 2003, Hyderabad.

18

Awards and recognition



2004:

lBest prosthetic paper on “Prosthetic management 

of  trilateral  amputee - case study” in OPSI 

Conference in Cuttack.

2005: 

lThe light weight plastic SATHI 

Trans  t ib ia l  Prosthes is  

received an  Award “The 

Centre for International 

Rehabilitation Yeongchi Wu 

International Educational 
th

Award'' during the 11  World 

Congress of ISPO held at Hong 

Kong. It is the first time an 

award has been given to an  Asian country at ISPO 

Congress.

Awards and recognition

lProvision Asia presented UN International 

Disability Day Award for extra ordinary work for 

helping disability community.

2006: 

lMs. Ritu Ghosh was awarded for her distinguished 

professional achievement by Orthotics and 

Prosthetics Society of India.

2007:

lBanjara Academy and APD jointly acknowledged 

Ms. Kamala for achievement in community 

awareness.

2008:  

lMr. Soikat Ghosh Moulic was recognised for 

Professional Contribution Award by The Oxford 

college of Physiotherapy, Bangalore for his 

outstanding work in the field of Rehabilitation.  

Dr. Wu presenting 
award
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2009: 

lMOBILITY INDIA was 

awarded as the BEST 

Indian NGO for 2008 

in medium category 

f o r  t h e  S o u t h ,  

instituted by the 

Resource Alliance and 

the Nand & Jeet Khemka  Foundation for setting 

and promoting best practices in resource 

mobilization, accountability and transparency. 

Awards and recognition

Many laurels and awards were received by children and  adults 

with disabilities from our project areas.
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1.

2. Government of Karnataka

3. Donors

4. International agencies/professional bodies

5. University/Council

6. Service Users

7. Partners

8. Consultants

9 . Mobility India Friends

10. Students

11. Media

12. Suppliers

13. MISWA

14. Board and Staff

Government of India

A big thank you.....

Thank you for joining hands with 

us and realising  our dream 

and aspirations.
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Dr. Elizabeth Thomas 
President

Mr. Sundar Egbert
President

Mrs. A. Sathyavathi Shamshuddin
Vice President

Mrs. A. Sathyavathi Shamshuddin
Vice President

Dr. 
Secretary

 Gerry Pais

Dr. Veda Zachariah
Treasurer

Mr. Gautam Chowdhary
Member

Mr. D.M.Naidu
Member

Mr. Karunakaran
Member

Mr. Philip deCosta
Secretary 

Mr. Anil Prabhu
Treasurer

Mrs. Romola Joseph
Member

Mr. Ramesh Ramachandran
Member

Teresa Bhattacharya
Member

1994 2009

Founder Members Governing Board members



Thanks to media
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Thanks to media



Mobility India

Rehabilitation Research & Training Centre

1st & 1st ‘A’ Cross, 2nd Phase, J. P. Nagar, 

Bangalore - 560078, Karnataka, INDIA 

Phone : +91-80-26492222 / 26597337

26491386 - Ext - 9 (Reception)

Telefax : +91-80-26494444 Ext - 110(Fax)

Email : e-mail@mobility-india.org 

Mobility India

Regional Resource Centre:

P-91, Helen Keller Sarani, Majerhat, 

Kolkata - 700 053, West Bengal, INDIA 

Telefax  : 24013914, 24012190 

Email : mic3914@dataone.in

 www.mobility-india.org  
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